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Up to this point Cromwell had taken no part in the negotiations with the soldiers, much less in the movement amongst them against disbanding. In February, 1647, when the first votes for disbanding were passed, he was dangerously ill, and for some time absented himself both from the House and from the Committee of Both Kingdoms. All men knew his dissatisfaction with the policy which the Presbyterian leaders were following, and some attributed his abstention to that cause. " We are full of faction and worse/' was Cromwell's comment on the state of affairs in Parliament, in August, 1646. He marked with anxiety the growth of royalist feeling in London and the increasing hostility of the citizens to the army and the Independents.
" We have had a very long petition from the City/' he wrote to Fairfax on December 21, 1646 ; " how it strikes at the army and what other aims it has you will see by the contents of it; as also what is the prevailing temper at this present, and what is to be expected from men. But this is our comfort, God is in heaven, and He doth what pleaseth Him ; His and only His counsel shall stand, whatsoever the designs of men and the fury of the people be."
In March, 1647, the feeling in the city was still worse.
" There want not in all places," he told Fairfax, " men who have so much malice against the army as besots them. . . . Never were the spirits of men more embittered than now. . . . Upon the Fast-day divers soldiers were raised, both horse and foot, near two hundred in Covent Garden, to prevent us soldiers from cutting the